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Dear cbpirman Powell: 

As UI opatcr of 27 bod television stations and a leader in the rmphmtation of cligkd 
teieviaioa, H ~ - A r g y l c  Television, Inc. ~W&-Argylc’~ is pleased chu ibe CornmiPoion 
appears to be moving f o w d  witb the adoption of a ”broadcast flag“ standard for digital 
broadcast copy prote.ction. 1 write to expres9 IICarst-Argyle’s suppon for tbc adoption of the 
propul  sububmined by the major bmsdcut networks and &IW assockthC. 

Hcar8t-Argyle is conmcd anth repoits thnt the Coolmidon may bc considcnng tba 
~xemption of nsws and publie a f f h  progrPmming from broadcast flag pmtcotioa Failure to 
protect local ILONS and publIc affairs digital pmgmnming Burn unauthorized distribution would 
likely disadvantmge broadcastsrs emnomkally and compditiVely. ln sdditim, bmadcacten 
would ale0 be didvantagd in sffiuring corncut for content used in locd~pgramming from 
third partias who m y  be eoOcCmCd about a broadcrstcr’a lbitity to p r o w  t b l  ccntent Those 
panics m y  then favw otha vide0 disldhtom, such a8 cable M d  satdlte, who may be better 
able to provide prowtion against unlawful rrdistribution. 

Looal pmnopnmming is the e s m e  of “loenlrsm.” F.ilure to p r o t a t  the integrity of the 
digtibution of local pgramming+articularty local news and public affairs propmnhg- 
would be .t oddD with the Cam&don’s long-etdhe efforts to enoo~rage broadonstus to 
invert in and produce mat kind of pmgrammtng. 
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